Severe mental illness (SMI) includes schizophrenia and related conditions, bipolar disorder, and moderate and severe depression, which in total affect more than 4% of the adult population worldwide and lead to substantial premature deaths, as people with SMI die on average one to two decades earlier than the general population. 1 Since the 1950s, institutionalization or hospital care for patients with SMI has been thought to be harmful, traumatizing, and uprooting from the patient's natural environment. 2 In contrast, community-based care or intensive case management models are advocated by a number of mental health practitioners to facilitate recovery of patients from SMI. 2, 3 In December 2016 and November 2017, a series of Asia-Pacific Expert Forums were organized by the Hong Kong Association of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, with the aim to review the current landscape and key challenges of the management of SMI in parts of the region, wan, and Turkey, and discuss possible approaches to optimal care for patients with SMI. This article summarizes the proceedings of the forums.
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